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MecCain:
Doping in
baseball

must stop

Says he’ll bring legislation
if game fails to fix itself now

By William C. Mann
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Sen. John McCain on Saturday
demanded immediate action by representatives of
Major League Baseball’s players and owners to
tighten the sport’s drug-testing policy “to restore the
integrity of baseball” or face possible congressional
action.

“I warned them a long time ago
that we needed to fix this prob-
lem,” McCain told reporters after
attending the Army-Navy football
game with President Bush. “It’s
time for them to sit down together
and act. And that’s what they
should do. If not, clearly, we have
to act legislatively, which we don’t
want to do.”

Expressing dismay over recur-
ring reports of steroid abuse by
some of the game’s top stars, the Arizona Republican

TMCs chief of surgery calls his

two months in a Baghdad trauma center

‘the most rewarding experience of my life’
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By Carla McClain
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

When the young soldiers died,
the surgeon would look at them
zipped in their body bags, and
wonder if they were cold, if they
would be lonely on their long
journey home.

“I know it sounds crazy — it’s
weird, but I worried about
that,” Dr. James Balserak said.
“And then, I was just glad their
families would never see them
the way I had seen them, so torn
up. I wanted the families to
know they had died with the
love of all of us around them.”

And so Balserak, the chief of
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The long-simmering steroid allegations hit the head-
lines last week with reports of grand-jury testimony in
San Francisco that linked to steroid abuse such stars as
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and whole
from the
war in Iraq,
where he
voluntarily spent two months
working to save the lives of U.S.
soldiers during some of the
heaviest fighting of the 20-
month conflict.

On Monday, he re-entered the
pristine, state-of-the-art operat-
ing rooms at TMC undisturbed
by the bombs of war, yet badly
missing the dusty battlefield
MASH unit where he stitched
soldiers back together.

“Even though I wasn’t there
very long, it was the most re-
warding experience of my life —
more so than I ever thought it
would be,” he said. “I was sad to
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